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New Club member Liz Wills’ 1967 GTO Convertible (story in this issue!)

Original GTO Club Membership Meeting at Butler

Classics: Sunday, March 14, 2009 at 1:00pm




The Original GTO Club of Milwaukee, Wisconsin is a non-profit
organization whose members have a passion for classic Pontiacs. We have
a special zeal for the Pontiac GTO made from 1964--1974 and for the 2004-
-2006 GTOs from "down under."

If you're interested in joining our club, see the contact information below
and celebrate "Pontiac Pride" with us!

CLUB OFFICERS: HOME PHONE
President Dave Rasmussen 414-520-8505
Vice President Mike Schober 262-679-3521
Secretary Steve Carlson 262-497-0944
Treasurer Mark Rasmussen 414-744-2552
BOARD MEMBERS

Chairman: Jon Olson 414-425-3072
Board Member: Karen Butske 414-425-3480
Board Member Larry Lorenz 414-353-4170
NEWSLETTER & WEBSITE STAFF

Redline Editors Tony & Tracy Rink 262-548-0535
Club Webmaster Dave Rasmussen 414-520-8505
Technical Advisor 64--74 Larry Lorenz 414-466-2300
Technical Advisor 04—06 Scott Reimer 619-940-4628
Club Website www.originalgto.com
Club Fax Number 414-466-2323

All articles and newsletter correspondence should be sent to:
E-Mail: gto1973@mac.com

Snail Mail: ORIGINAL GTO CLUB
P.O. BOX 320141
FRANKLIN, WI 53132

The *REDLINE* is issued bi-monthly by the ORIGINAL GTO CLUB, Milwaukee, WL
Reproduction of this newsletter without written consent of the ORIGINAL GTO
CLUB is prohibited. This newsletter is written by our club members for our club
members, and we encourage all members to submit articles of interest for this
newsletter.
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Events & Meetings

* March 14, 2010 [Sunday] Club Membership Meeting: At Butler Classics,
1:00pm

* May 2, 2010 [Sunday] Club Membership Meeting & NEW Event: At the
Milwaukee Mile (time TBA)

* May 8, 2010 [Saturday] NEW Spring Tune-up Tour with the Wisconsin Fiero
Club: At The Blessing of the Cars 8:00am

* July 10, 2010 [Saturday] Club Summer Picnic Meeting & NEW Event site: At
the Volo Auto Museum (time TBA)

* July 31, 2010 [Saturday] Club Gathering: GTOs in the front row: At Georgie-
Porgies, 5:30pm

* August 15, 2010 [Sunday] All-Pontiac Car show: At EJ Salentine, 8:00am--
3:30pm

* September 12, 2010 [Sunday] Club Membership Meeting: At Butler Classics,
1:00pm

* October 2, 2010 [Saturday] Club Annual Fall Cruise Event: Starting at Uncle
Johnny’s in Colgate on Q (time TBA)

Original GTO Club Meeting Minutes of 1/31/2010

The meeting and winter picnic were held at the Oak Creek Community Center.
Approximately 33 people were in attendance. Dave Rasmussen welcomed everyone
and thanked the food service for the great lunch that was provided. Roy Scuffham
mentioned that Broadway Bob was unable to attend our meeting due to a recent
injury but wishes to attend next year.

Dave Rasmussen read the minutes from the last meeting.

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Mike Schober reported the following: Savings: $4399.92
Checking: $671.29 (before meal expenses from Winter Picnic)

Original GTO Club Board

Larry Lorenz has agreed to join the club board to replace Nancy Weis.
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New Members

Liz Wills joined our club today. She is the proud owner of a 1967 Montego Cream
GTO convertible. (see her great story later in this issue¢haf REDLINE.)

Elections

Mike Schober volunteered to run for the position of Vice President and Mark
Rasmussen volunteered for the treasurer position. By unanimous vote, both were
elected and will serve a two-year terms.

(be|OW' Mlkeﬁ on the Ieft ancMark R. on‘the rlght)

GTOAA Membership Status

Starting this year, the GTOAA will require qualified chapters to have 50% of their
members to also be members of the GTOAA. That leaves us several short at this time.
The club will have to increase our GTOAA membership rate to maintain our
affiliation and event insurance. The officers and board members had phone and e-
mail discussions on how the club can meet the 50% membership requirement. Dave
Rasmussen distributed a ballot with four options for the club members to vote on.
Dave gave a review of the history of the issue and led a lively discussion among
members on how the club should address it. Members were first given four options
on the ballot:

A. Allow the GTOAA chapter affiliation to lapse and use club funds to purchase
liability insurance for the annual All-Pontiac car show only. (This would cost
approximately $383 dollars based upon a quote obtained by Steve Carlson.)

B. Allow the GTOAA chapter affiliation to lapse and have no club or officer
coverage for the All-Pontiac car show.

C. Require all Original GTO Club members to join the GTOAA in June when they
pay their annual club dues. (GTOAA dues are $35/year)
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D. Require all new club members to join the GTOAA. For the next few years, use
club funds to “buy” GTOAA memberships to meet the 50% requirement.

After further discussion, an additional option was added to the ballots. Option E
would allow the club to purchase the number of memberships necessary to meet
GTOAA requirements for 2010, then address the issue next year giving more
members time to voluntarily join the GTOAA and to see what direction the GTOAA
will go in terms of membership requirements (such as possibly raising the rate an
additional 10% each year).

Members presented their ballots to Steve C. for counting. Option E was chosen by a
near unanimous vote. Dave will devise a method to choose who will get the free
memberships.

Breaking news as of 2/21/10: | have just received the GTOAA complete roster
from the OChapters Guy BillO and itwisdhat, out of 69 total club members, ye
now have 35 members who signed up for the GTOAA. Special thanks to thHose
members who signed up after the Winter Picnic meeting so that we reached our
2010 50% quot&l Dave R.

Pontiac Show Update

Mike Schober has been in discussion with the Salentine dealership to discuss this
year’s show. Salentine has agreed to host the show. However, due to Salentine’s
potential uncertain future, ideas for an alternate location are needed. A member that
works for the Lynch dealership in Burlington indicated that Lynch would be willing
to host the show, if necessary. A date of August 15t has been chosen for the 2010
show.

Summer Picnic

Ideas are being solicited for the summer picnic. Members can contact any club officer
or board member with ideas. At present, we are headed for the Volo car museum in
July (see article in this issue of the Redline.)

Raffle Results

New member Liz Wills won $55.00 from the 50/50 raffle. Joel Kassabian won the
book “Pontiac’s Great One” donated by Steve Carlson. Karen Scuffham won a bottle
of liquor donated by Bob Brusky. Liz Wills and Karen Scuftham both won a
liquor/wine bottle stand also donated by Bob Brusky.

Respectively submitted, Steven Carlson, Secretary
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“GOATBOY’s” Story
--by Liz Wills

My 1967 GTO convertible is a reincarnation of my “first GTO love” and a realization
of a dream ever since I sold my 1966 GTO convertible in the late 1970’s. The moment I
sold the 66 I knew I had made a mistake and vowed that one day I would have
another ‘66 or '67 at some point in my future life.

Some background on the 66 GTO. I was just fresh out of college in 1972 and needed
better transportation for my new job that I had just nailed down in Deerfield, Illinois.
On a late September evening I went to Tom Peters Pontiac, the local Pontiac
dealership in Waukegan, Illinois to look for a “good, safe, sane” used vehicle. There,
sitting out in front was a gorgeous 1966 GTO convertible, white with black buckets,
top down, 389, Tri Power, 4-speed, only 18,000 miles and not a scratch anywhere. It
looked like a brand new car, not a 6-year-old car. I didn’t have a clue how to drive a
4-speed but my friend who accompanied me on the car shopping trip that evening
did. When Mr. Peters came out and asked if we wanted to drive the car, we were
“gone in 60 seconds” with me in the passenger seat. We drove around for well over
an hour that evening, down through Lake Bluff, Lake Forest, into Highland Park and
then back up Route 41 to Waukegan.

When we arrived back at the dealership, Mr. Peters was standing out in front with 5
young guys (all probably in their early 20s), all drooling over the car. Mr. Peters came
over to the passenger side of the GTO where I was sitting, leaned over and whispered
to me that he was not trying to rush me into a decision, but if I did not commit to
purchase the car right then and there he guaranteed me it would not be around the
next day, that one of those 5 guys would be buying it. Without even asking him the
price, I said “I'll take it”. He went over the group of guys and told them it was sold.
Three left, but 2 came over to the car and started yelling at me and swearing at me,
saying it was a “guy’s car” and “you don’t even “*#**#*” know how to drive it”, etc.,
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etc. I finally summoned up the courage to say to them that I could learn to drive it in
very short order but I doubted they would ever be able to learn any manners

A few days later picked up my "new” used GTO and my friend’s husband taught me
how to drive it. Once I finally got the hang of the Hurst shifter with the heavy duty
clutch I became a real “lead foot”. Of course, my insurance agent was quite blunt
with me - told me my insurance just quadrupled because I had bought a “muscle
car”. I1didn’t even know what a “muscle car” was - I just loved the way the 66 GTO
looked and, better yet, how is sounded, and how it performed. The gentleman who
had traded it in was picking up his new 1973 GTO that evening at the dealership. It
was perfect timing on my part to get to the dealership at that exact time. 5 minutes
later one of those 5 guys would probably have had the car.

A year or so later I bought a horse and then bought a 2 horse trailer. I had a Reese
equalizer hitch welded onto the GTO and pulled the 2-horse trailer. Total weight of
the trailer with 2 horses, saddles, miscellaneous equipment, horse feed, hay, etc. was
around 5,500 pounds and the GTO didn’t even know it was pulling that weight. It
was no problem, no stress.

I did have a radiator cooling fan installed “just in case”, and even on the hottest days
coming back from weekends of camping with the horses in the Kettle Moraine South
or North parks in Wisconsin, the GTO never overheated. There were times when I
tied my horse to the door handle of the GTO, never gave it a second thought. He even
kicked it once right over the rear tire on the passenger side and I had a perfect
“horseshoe” dent in the sheet metal. The body shop said that was a real first for them
to fix. That car was my daily driver and never failed to start, went pretty good in
snow, and I put almost 200,000 miles on it over 5 years’ time.
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Fast forward to the year 1999. I really missed my 66 GTO and for over 20 years had
thought about it off and on and the many great memories I had of that car. Other cars
would come and go but the GTO was “special” in my heart. I started looking for a 66
or 67 GTO convertible. Well, it took about 3 years, but in the Fall of 2002 I found my
1967 Goat waiting for me in Independence, Kansas after a 3 year search and numerous
”“false starts” and trips to view what were promised as cream puffs but turned out to
be disasters. This 1967 GTO was built at the Kansas City, Missouri plant the 4th week
of March, 1967.

The first owner had the GTO for about 5 years and then sold it to a gentleman in
Joplin, Missouri who drove it for a few more years and then put it in a barn and left it
there for 20 years. Todd, who found the GTO and then lovingly restored it over a year
or so in his garage in Independence, Kansas, told me that the main reason it was for
sale in 1995 is that the second owner - who had been planning a restoration
“someday” - needed money to get his wife out of jail. A curious history, but let us not
blame the car for the “sins of the father.” I am the fourth and final owner of this
wonderful piece of muscle car history.

The color is Montego Cream which is a very, very pale cream color, almost an off-
white. In some lights the color looks bright white and in other lights the color looks a
bit creamy.

There is a “his/hers” Dual Gate shifter on the console and this is almost as much fun
as a true 4-speed. I read that when Pontiac offered the Dual Gate shifter in the 1967
GTO they sold 20% more units than originally forecasted due to the fact that now the
girlfriends or wives could also drive the vehicle and when the guys drove they could
still “shift” from first to second to third (without a clutch) and then move the shifter
over into Drive at the appropriate RPM level. The factory hood tach is an important
tool, giving the driver info on the RPM's indicating an appropriate time to shift.
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And speaking of the hood tach, it was a dealer installed option for the first 2
production months of the 1967 GTO model but proved to be so popular with buyers
that Pontiac began offering it as a factory installed option starting the fourth month of
production.

The original 400 cu in 335 HP engine was rebuilt and bored .60 over and hardened
lifters used so as to be able to burn 93 octane without needing to pour in lead
additives. The original drive train was also rebuilt since everything had been sitting
for so long. I have some photos of the restoration showing everything gutted. The
only breach in the floor pans was at the area under the driver’s heel that during the
restoration revealed an 8” rusted out area, and that pan was replaced. | have a
complete list of everything that was done to this GTO during the restoration and was
sent a huge folder of receipts for the engine rebuild, the Rochester 4 barrel carburetor
rebuild, new 4 core radiator (that ensured no overheating of this beast on hot days),
the tranny rebuild, the dual exhaust, all new front and rear suspension parts, tires,
down to the smallest knobs and bolts, all new repro interior including seats, door
panels, upholstery, carpeting, etc.

The original AM radio is still sitting in the dash, but during the restoration a Kenwood
AM/FM/CD player was installed in the glove box because the restorer knew that one
MUST have good tunes while cruising!!!. The Goat has power steering and regular
brakes, but to this point I have had no trouble stopping this beast. But, who wants to
stop? When behind the wheel of this beautiful muscle car all one wants to do is head
down the road!!! The clock works, which is more than I can say for the clocks in some
of the newer cars!!! The only thing I miss is a cup holder, but we didn’t even know
what those were back in the 60’s.

This is a REAL GTO, not a clone: I have the Pontiac Historic Services documentation.
This numbers matching Goat is just gorgeous and always gets his share of thumbs-up
and appreciative looks at shows and cruise ins.
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Even the youngest boy or girl knows what a GTO is and never hesitates to let me
know that I have a “famous” car. (Thanks, SPEED Channel.) He has not had a “frame
off restoration”, but pretty close. No “trailer queen”, but not a daily driver either. He
has been upgraded with some newer technologies (electronic choke, Flowmasters),
but is still basically the same beast that was delivered back in the spring of 1967 to the
Pontiac dealer in Missouri.

Original 400 cu in engine, Turbo Hydromatic 400 transmission, all repro parts from
Original Parts Group, Year One, Ames, or Performance Years catalogs. Repainted
with original “born with” Montego Cream color in April of 2006 here in Northeast
Wisconsin. No rust or dings, but the 9 year old paint job done in Kansas was getting
thin from so much loving waxing and buffing.

I tell people that this GTO is a real gentleman on the road, deceivingly fast, very
classy. This is a very comfortable riding, fun to drive muscle car. In 1967 this was
considered a “mid size” vehicle in Pontiac’s lineup, but believe me it takes up the full
length of the garage with just a few inches to spare front and rear between the front
wall and garage door.

So, that’s my and “Goatboy’s” story. I cannot imagine life without my GTO. Igo to a
lot of shows and cruise-ins and have met many great car people. I am very happy to
have jointed the Original GTO Club the end of January, 2010 and look forward to
meeting members and their Pontiacs “down the road”.
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NEW Club Events for 2010: The Milwaukee Mile & The
Spring Tune-up Tour, plus the Volo Auto Museum

--by Dave Rasmussen

I have noted in past Redlines and meetings that I will be on the lookout for more car-
themed driving events for the club. In 2010, we have three new ones lined up:

1. The Milwaukee Mile
2. The Spring Tune-up Tour with the Fiero Club
3. The Summer picnic at the Volo Auto Museum

MILWAUKEEMILE

100 YEARS AND ACCELERATING

The Milwaukee Mile on Sunday, May 2: In the past two years we have met at
Slinger Speedway for our “Parade Laps at Slinger” in May. Due to low turnout, Roy
Scuffham has suggested we try a different track event, The Milwaukee Mile. Roy has
driven at this event in the past. We don’t have all the information yet, but if you're
interested, mark your calendar and plan on meeting us at State Fair Park in West
Allis. You'll get to drive your classic Pontiac around the country’s oldest race track all
for $10 and two cans of food for the Milwaukee Food Pantry. We will also have a
brief club meeting at this event. Look for more information at the March 14 meeting,
plus notifications via E-mail. Event champion is Roy Scuffham (262) 654-6780.

The Spring Tune-Up Tour and the Blessing of the Cars on Saturday, May 8: Tom
Schmidt of the Fiero Fanatics has invited both the Original GTO Club and the
Wisconsin Street Rodders Club to their annual “Spring Tune-up Tour”. We'll meet
them at the Park-and-Ride near I-94 at Moorland and Bluemound at 8:00am that day.
The highlight of this tour is the famous Holy Hill where they have Friars lined up to
bless our cars (I'm not making this up.) Lunch will be at the Mineshaft in Hartford
and the final “dessert” at Uncle Johnnys on Q in Colgate (happens to be where we
start our Fall Cruise each year.) Event champion is Dave Rasmussen at (414) 520-8505.

Summer Picnic at the Volo Auto Museum on Saturday, July 10: Last year we held

the Summer Picnic meeting at the Hartford Car museum. This year we’ll try it at the
Volo Car Museum right across the border in Illinois. We’ll have more information in
the next Redline and via E-mail. Event champion is Mark Rasmussen (414) 744-2552.
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GTOAA Membership Percentages, Elections, etc.

--by Tom Szymczyk, Editor of The Legend, magazine of the GTO Association of
America

NOTE from Dave R | got this in my Email inbox a few weeks ago and since
this is a Ohot and heavyO topic within our club, | wanted to give everyone t
chance to read it.

ARBEIC AT RS SAE ARAE LA
nnnnnn

This is my last message in this series of e-mails. GTOAA President Bob Alexander has
asked that all further communication on these issues go through him. However, since
I promised last week to follow up about chapter membership percentage
requirements and the other items mentioned in Charlie Huntington's message, I am
doing so. This is a lot of information, so you may want to print it out.

Membership Percentage:

As reported in the Prez's Pen column in the January Legend, the GTOAA Board of
Directors is not going to "kick out" chapters, or "sever ties" with chapters based on an
increased membership percentage requirement. At the 2009 Council of Presidents
meeting, many chapter representatives said we should leave the basic membership
requirement at 40%, which we did. Some chapter representatives said they did not
need the liability insurance coverage. Our compromise is that Chapters with less than
50% national members will no longer qualify for GTOAA liability insurance. Charlie,
your chapter will not be "forced out" if you don't reach 50%, you just won't have
access to GTOAA's liability insurance. The percentage required for insurance
coverage will continue to increase, while the basic (40%) requirement will stay at that
level.

The job of the GTOAA Directors is to represent GTOAA members. The majority of
GTOAA members are not members of chapters. The Directors have a fiduciary
responsibility to GTOAA members to spend their dues money in a proper manner.
One of the items where dues money is spent is liability insurance for chapters.

If your chapter has less than 100% national members, GTOAA is spending members'
dues money to insure your non-members. This is not fair. If your chapter has 50%
national members, the other 50% are getting a free ride. That's one reason why other
national clubs require all chapter members to belong to the national organization and
why we are working towards 100%.
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Some related history:

Ten years ago, it was pointed out to the Board that a significant number of our
chapters were "ghost clubs," with only a few GTOAA members, sometimes only the
officers. Every time we chartered a new local chapter, GTOAA membership in that
local area went down. People joined the local club and dropped out of GTOAA
because the local chapters stopped requiring GTOAA membership. We gained
chapters (and higher insurance premiums) and lost members (and dues money to pay
for those premiums). Our job as Directors is to grow GTOAA membership, not add
empty chapters.

In 1999, it was proposed that the Board of Directors drop any chapter that did not
consist of 100% GTOAA members. As Chapter Coordinator at the time, I suggested a
yearly graduated program to increase GTOAA membership within the chapters to get
them to 100%. Ireally believed it would work. In retrospect, ten years ago GTOAA
should simply have eliminated insurance coverage for chapters that did not consist of
100% GTOAA members. That would have solved the problem right then, instead of
dragging it out year after year after year and creating hard feelings each time. It
would have been settled in 1999. However, being very naive, I thought that chapters
would appreciate the extended period to reach 100% national membership. I was
wrong. Here it is 10 years later and we are still struggling with 50%!

Chapters do not fund GTOAA -- members do. Even with chapters having 50%
national members, we are still providing insurance coverage to plenty of non-
members within those chapters. Plus, ALL chapters get half-price dues for chapter
officers. At $70 per chapter, with 45 chapters, that's $3,150 of GTOAA members'
money subsidizing the chapter program. As mentioned earlier, the majority of dues
money comes from people who aren't even in local chapters. It might be fairer, as
someone suggested to me, to have each chapter pay some sort of "affiliation fee" for
insurance coverage based on total membership and not require any percentage of
national members. Is that the answer?

Speaking of finances:

I often see people asking in local newsletters why GTOAA doesn't provide financial
information to the chapters. The GTOAA financial report (all income and expense
items broken down) is available to all GTOAA members -- it is published every year
in The Legend. The 2007 financial report is on page 32 of the April 2008 Legend. The
2008 report is on page 32 of the April 2009 Legend. In 2007 the Association lost $7,686;
in 2008 with a dues increase, the Association made $7,455. Preliminary figures
indicate that 2009 will have been more profitable because the Co-Vention brought in
an unusually large number of new members who joined in order to attend. Many of
those "one-timers" will not renew, so 2010 will most likely be an average year. We
continue to take a conservative approach to managing the Association's finances and
the club is on sound financial footing.
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Elections:

GTOAA is a non-profit Colorado corporation. The bylaws of the corporation do not
provide for elections by the membership. The bylaws have successor Directors
selected by the current Board of Directors. Officers are appointed by the Directors as
well. That's the way many non-profit corporations operate. For those who don't
know, the GTOAA president serves a maximum of three consecutive two-year terms.
Other offices have open-ended terms.

When we do a search for people to fill GTOAA officer or staff positions, we get very,
very few volunteers. Sometimes just one, occasionally none at all. How many of you
volunteered to be our PR and Recruitment Coordinator when we advertised for that
position? How many volunteered to be Chapter Coordinator? Your local club may
experience this as well, so it should not seem unusual. How many of you are serving
a "lifetime appointment" as president (or other officer) in your club? I've been the VP
of my local POCI chapter for 11 years, so I can relate. Volunteering can often be a
thankless job, and I can relate to that as well.

In closing:

I invite anyone with more questions or issues to call me personally. My phone
number is 856-439-0314. I think that most perceived problems are simply a lack of
information. Bob Alexander always asks what members want to know about so he
can address those issues in his monthly column in The Legend. You can e-mail Bob
with your questions.

On a final note, please remove bbutcher@psdschools.org from your forwarding list.
That is Beth Butcher's work e-mail and it is not appropriate for her to get GTOAA-
related messages there. Her GTOAA e-mail is membership@gtoaa.org, which is
already included in the recipient list of this message.

Thanks for your time and attention,

Tom S.
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